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Residential Property Maintenance Enforcement 

Our goal is to ensure clean, attractive and safe neighborhoods, maintain a peaceful and enjoyable 
community, and enhance the quality of life in Greenwood Village.  The rules and regulations enacted by 
Greenwood Village City Council are for the benefit of the entire community. The Zoning Enforcement 
Program is intended to assure that the use and maintenance of residential property is in compliance with 
the values and standards of the community. Zoning Enforcement is done on a complaint basis however 
once a complaint is made regarding weeds or recreational vehicles City Council has approved those 
properties to become proactive enforcement regarding weeds and recreational vehicles. This guide 
summarizes some of the most common issues related to property maintenance and Zoning enforcement in 
residential areas.  
 

How Does Residential Enforcement Work? 
 
The Village’s Zoning Enforcement officers work in both the Community Development Department and the 
Police Department. Inspections are made based on a complaint. Residents may phone, email, fax, or come 
in to City Hall to register a complaint. Residents may remain anonymous while the inspectors investigate 
reported concerns and act on these issues.  
 
Upon validating a complaint, the property owner is contacted and made aware of the problem. Most of the 
time, the violation exists simply because the owner is unaware of the provisions in the Zoning Ordinance. 
On the first meeting, no notices or fines are levied. We initially seek voluntary compliance with the 
provisions of the Village codes. The property owner is given a period of time to fix the problem, which is 
followed up on by an inspector. If the problem is not resolved upon the follow up, a formal letter is sent 
specifying the problem, the specific corrective action desired, and the follow up date. If the required 
corrective action is not accomplished by the specified date, a Summons and Complaint to Municipal Court is 
issued, and the property owner is summoned to appear in Greenwood Village Municipal Court for an 
arraignment hearing.  
 

What Penalties Can Be Imposed 
by The Municipal Court? 

 
For those cases referred to the Court, penalties of up to $999 can be imposed for each day the violation 
exists. The penalty imposed is at the sole discretion of the municipal court judge.  
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Wildlife & Domestic Animals 

Chapter 7: Article 8 
___________________________________ 
Dogs running at large, animals disturbing the 
peace, sick or injured animals, abused or neglected 
animals, and wildlife issues are concerns addressed 
by Police Department Code Enforcement officers 
(303-773-2525). All dogs and cats over three 
months of age must be vaccinated against rabies. 
In addition, all dogs must wear a collar with their 
rabies tag firmly attached.  Horses and other 
livestock are permitted in some residential zone 
districts but not all.  Proper care of animals and their 
accommodations is required. 

 
Fences 

Chapter 16: Section 16-21-360 
___________________________________ 
All fences in Greenwood Village must be 
constructed, repaired and replaced according to the 
Village’s fence regulations. A plan must be 
submitted to the Planning Division, after review, a 
fence permit can be issued.  The fence is inspected 
after construction to ensure it is consistent with the 
approved plan. Depending on the zoning district, 
PUD and/or subdivision in which you live, there are 
many particulars concerning fences, such as 
allowable height, opacity, setback from property 
lines, types, and visibility triangle concerns. 
Essentially, fences built on berms or rear yards, 
cannot exceed six feet (6) in height, cannot be 
barbed wire, and cannot be erected in front yards, 
with certain exceptions. Side and rear lot setbacks, 
particular to your zoning district and Planned Unit 
Development, must also be met. Fences are 
required around an outdoor pool that is not 
equipped with an approved power safety cover that 
meets or exceeds American Society for Testing and 
Materials.  

 
Signs 

Chapter 16: Section 16-21-450 
 
Signs are discouraged in residential areas. 
However, residential properties are allowed to 
display one small real estate sign per property. We 
recommend that you check with the Community 
Development Department before a sign is installed. 

 
 
 

RV Parking 
Chapter 16: Section 16-21-580 

 
It is illegal to park recreational vehicles, including 
boats on trailers and utility trailers, on a street for 
more than 24 hours. Recreational vehicles, boats 
and trailers may be parked or stored in a single 
family residential district in a side or rear yard if all 
setbacks are complied with, and the vehicle is 
concealed from view of any public street or adjacent 
residence. The recreation vehicle may also be 
stored within a completely enclosed structure, such 
as a garage. 

 
Landscaping 

Before You Dig • 1-800-922-1987 
 
Landscape permits are required for projects within 
10 feet of a property boundary, within a drainage 
easement, or that disturb more than 500 square feet 
of ground cover. Grading permits are required for 
projects that disturb or include more than 10 cubic 
yards of soil. Flatwork permits are required for 
projects that disturb, replacement or add more than 
100 square feet of paved area. If you have any 
questions regarding if a permit is needed please call 
the Community Development Department at 303-
486-5783. 

 
Litter & Refuse 

Chapter 7: Section 7-2-210 
___________________________________ 
Litter and refuse is all waste such as ashes, cans, 
paper, wrappings, cigarettes, cardboard, yard 
clippings, leaves, building materials, abandoned 
household furnishings or automotive parts. It is 
illegal to deposit litter or refuse in the Village or 
allow it to accumulate outside of appropriate 
containers. In addition, contractors are required to 
have a container at their job site while building a 
structure or renovating a property to collect all litter 
and refuse at the site.  
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Environmental Pollution 
Chapter 7 

___________________________________ 
Property maintenance also includes protection of 
residents from pollution from many sources, 
including smoke, glare from lights, stagnant ponds, 
pouring liquids onto streets and on lots, intentional 
or polluting of water supplies, and solid waste 
dumping. This includes the dumping of anti-freeze 
or cleaning solvents, or the draining of oil. Any 
questionable liquid you see in gutters or in parking 
lots is a potential pollutant. If you do suspect 
pollution, call the Zoning Enforcement Division 
immediately with your concerns.  

 
Noise 

Chapter 7: Article 5 
___________________________________ 
Complaints concerning excessive noise are 
investigated by either the Police Department or the 
Community Development Department. Acute 
noises, such as those from loud stereos or from 
parties are addressed by the Police Department. 
Noise such as air handlers on buildings, is 
addressed by the Community Development 
Department. Operating any tools or equipment in 
connection with construction is only allowed 
Monday-Friday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Saturday 
8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and Sunday/holidays 10:00 
a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
 

Nuisances 
Chapter 7 

 
The Village’s Nuisance Ordinance covers a wide 
range of conditions. A nuisance is any activity, 
operation, condition, building, place or thing which 
is either injurious to one’s health or safety, and/or is 
indecent or offensive to the senses. Nuisances 
interfere with the comfortable enjoyment of life 
and/or property. Deteriorated houses or property, 
junked or inoperable vehicles, silt runoff, and 
improperly built structures are some examples of 
nuisances that Zoning Enforcement investigates.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Outdoor Storage 
Chapter 7: Section 7-2-210 

 
The storage of any items not normally associated 
with the primary use of the property in an outdoor 
location in Greenwood Village is specifically 
prohibited. This means that children’s bicycles, BBQ 
grills, and things like outdoor furniture are allowed in 
residential areas, but unused furniture, storage 
racks, and discarded items would not be allowed. 
Likewise, broken and unused appliances, tires and 
“junk” are not allowed. Should you observe anything 
stored outside in the Village, please call the Zoning 
Enforcement Division.  

 
 
 
 

Weed & Grass Growth 
Chapter 7: Section 7-2-190 

 
The Village has an aggressive program to minimize 
weed and grass problems. It is the responsibility of 
the property owner or resident to keep weeds and 
grass below eight (8) inches. Noxious weeds are 
weeds which are poisonous, aggressively invade 
landscape, carry diseases or are detrimental to the 
environment. Unlike regular weeds, these weeds 
are required to be effectively controlled by spraying, 
mowing and/or revegetation.   
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Accessory Structures 
Chapter 16: Section 16-2-555 

 
Sheds, tennis courts, pools and similar structures 
are permitted in a residential yard, subject to certain 
conditions such as meeting required setbacks, 
allowed building height and maximum building 
coverage. This helps ensure the appropriate 
placement of such structures.  
 
If the accessory structure is:  

 Larger than fifty (50) square feet, plans for 
the structure will need to be reviewed by the 
Community Development Department.  

 No Accessory Structure with a foot print 
greater than fifty (50) square feet shall be 
located in the front yard. 

 Accessory structures in a rear yard or side 
yard with a footprint less than or equal to 
fifty (50) square feet shall be set back at 
least five (5) feet from the property line. 

 In all R Districts except R2.5 accessory 
structures greater than eight and one-half 
feet (8.5) in height, the set back shall be 
determined by the following formula: for 
each additional foot of height over eight and 
one-half feet (8.5) an additional four feet (4) 
of set back on all sides shall be required.  

 
Before you begin to build or place an accessory 
structure on your property, please contact the 
Community Development Department. 
 
Accessory Structure Setbacks  
minimum setback in feet: 
 
Districts     Front     Rear     Side 
R-2.5          100         50         25 
R-2.0          100         50         25 
R-1.5            50         25         20 
R-1.0            50         25         20 
R-0.75          40         15         10 
R-0.5            25         15         10 
R-0.25          25         15         10 
R-0.1            20          5            5 
R-0.05          20          5            5 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Setbacks 
Chapter 16 

 
A setback is the distance between the property line 
and a structure or object. Setbacks are intended to 
provide separation between structures and privacy 
to adjoining lots. Additions to the property such as 
decks, house additions, accessory structures, and 
pools need to be approved through the Community 
Development Department and must not encroach 
into the required setback area. Set back regulations 
vary from neighborhood to neighborhood, it is 
always best to speak to a Community Development 
Planner for your specific set back regulations. 
 


